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Pastor’s Message

Two Presidents and Two Reformers

While I was transferring dates, events, and information from my 2008 to
my 2009 pocket appointment book (how old school is that!), I noticed that
February has the dates of some pretty important people in it. There’s
Lincoln’s birthday, Washington’s observed birthday, Philip Melanchthon’s
birthday, and the day Martin Luther died. I would say these four men had
a profound affect on millions of people. Washington and Lincoln helped
shape and reshape America. Luther and Melanchthon did the same for the
Christian Church.

Of the four, Philip Melanchthon is least known. He was a contemporary of
Martin Luther, a fellow reformer, and a professor of theology. He was the
one that reported how a young Augustinian monk named Luther nailed 95
Theses to the church doors in Wittenberg in 1517. He helped to write and
rewrite many of the defining documents of the Reformation. After Luther
died, he continued to promote Lutheran teaching and understanding. He
made some mistakes and for a while seemed to abandon the cause. In the
end, he showed himself a devoted student of God’s Word and faithful
disciple of the understanding that people are “saved by grace, through
faith, in Christ alone.”

I'm struck by the lives of these four men. They were ordinary people who
came from ordinary families and backgrounds. Education changed their
lives. They each became servants of a cause bigger than themselves, and
they came to know the hardship of their service. We honor them today,
but their lives were not easy. They were servants and disciples.

Can you say that about yourself? Have you allowed God to move you from
the ordinary to something extraordinary? When a servant or discipleship
invitation comes your way, do move toward it or run from it? Are living
for something bigger than just yourself and what you want out of life?

Pray that in 2009 God moves all his people to greater service and sacrifice

as we seek to be like Jesus.
If
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Have a blessed February.

Pastor Folwaczny
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Letter from the President

February is the month when many of our thoughts turn to love. How do
we demonstrate that love? With roses, candy, jewelry, a candlelit dinner?
This mont h, Emanuel widdshicerl Slbomdaywy” “ &nhj
Show your love by inviting a friend, loved one, neighbor, or co-worker.

We will have special treats for members and visitors that day. And even
though I hope my husband still gives me a chocolate heart, what better
valentine could I ask for than to worship with my family? The love our
Father shows us is both unconditional and infinite! There is no earthly

|l ove than can compete. John 3:16 tell
that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal | i fe” Peopl e a
Emanuel is, why not invite someone to come and see for themselves? May
God continue to bless you and your family.

In His Service,

Debra Ferraro

Update on Council Meeting of
January 19, 2008

&<

At our Council Meeting of January 19, the following were among the items that were
discussed:

Our Secretary, Robin Spigonardo, showed us many “thank you” cards from Emanuel
School teachers for the Christmas gift given them from V2 the proceeds from Ladies’
Night Out (the other 50% was earmarked for the School’s Tuition Assistance Program).
Pastor set the schedule for First Communion classes to start on March 4t and run
every Wednesday evening through April 1. First Communion will be on Palm Sunday
(4/5), at the 9 am service.

Bob Thompson then presented us with a revamped budget proposal. Much discussion
ensued about the importance of our cutting unnecessary costs and focusing on
increasing our ability to spend money on committee work, such as Outreach, Sunday
School, etc. After prayerful consideration, we arrived at a budget we agreed on to
present to the congregation.




EMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

Accepting Registrations for the
2009/2010 school year. Please call
our office at 758-2250 for more
information. If you or anyone you
know is interested in learning more
about our school grades K-8, please
call to schedule a tour. Visitors are
invited to visit with the teachers and
tour our facilities. Learn more about
our Preschool on Sat. April 25 at
10am. The Preschool will be fully
staffed and operational, so that you
and your child can experience our
program.

Year Book Ads and
Congratulatory messages: The
Emanuel Lutheran School Yearbook
has availability for ads and messages
of congratulations. Please see the
enclosed form if you are interested.

Consider sending your child to
your Church's school. Please visit us
any day of the week or at our Open
House to learn about our
outstanding academic program and
the caring Christian environment in
which we operate.

Church Members should inquire
about member discounts. Tuition
assistance is available for all who
qualify. Family discounts are
available.

Ground Hog Day: Send your
child to Emanuel for a day to be the
Shadow of one of our current
students. They will have a great day
learning about our school. (If
Ground Hog Day is not available on
your calendar we will be glad to
schedule another day to visit).
Please call the school office to make
an appointment.

Sports News: Basketball is
underway, led by Mr. Davis. The
cheerleaders, led by Miss Fulcher,
are doing a great job in raising
everyone's team spirit! If you
would like to enjoy a game, call the
school office for dates and times.

PTFL News... Our 5t annual
Sweetheart Dance will be on
Thursday evening, Feb. 12. The
children and their parents will have
a lovely evening.

Lutheran School's Sunday... We
hope to see many school families
with us in Church on March 15, as
we celebrate our school ministry!

In His Service,
Lori Lee Joerz




Christian Education
Committee
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At the last monthly meeting for the
Christian Education Committee,
we discussed having a new,

9- week bible study, based around
the movie, Fireproof. If you were
unable to see this in the theaters,
stay tuned for more information
about this exciting opportunity.
We have also been blessed with a
volunteer for Summer Sunday
School. Dawn Balsamo is planning
a great program that will begin
Sunday July 12th, I will provide
more information in the coming
months.

Please feel free to speak with me
regarding any ideas, needs or
wants you may have for continuing
education in God’s

Wi th God’ s
Dawn Fischetti

Love,

"Walk Thru the Bible"
Rescheduled for
March 21st, 2009

K_

Click Picture for Video

Dear Members and Friends,

If you were unable to attend the
Walk Thru the Bible seminar in
January, you will be happy to know
that we had to reschedule. Our
instructor has made available
Saturday, March 21st, 2009. So,
mark your calendars and come
enjoy a blessed day at Emanuel
Lutheran Church. This one-day
journey will include lunch and a
workbook for continued study. Our
instructor will Walk Thru the New
Testament, all 27 books. This
seminar is appropriate for students
6th grade and older and all the
young at heart. Attendees will have
an understanding of the overall
purpose and plan of God, which will
serve you well. When you read the
Bible you will understand it better
and be able to place people, places
and events into their proper order.
Come begin your journey! Students
$25, Individuals $30, Couples $50,
and our Family of 4 plan $85 (2
adults and 2 children). Please feel
free to call me at 631-475-3513. 1
am collecting monies beginning on
January gth,

With God’s Love,
Dawn Fischetti
Christian Education Chairperson
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Trinity INN

Well, it has certainly been a cold
winter and our guests at Trinity
INN are showing the effects of it.
They are all asking for coats,
gloves, hats and blankets. We have
been able to supply them with lots
with the help of many of you.
Sunny Eng also brought down some
coats and things from his
collection. Thank you to all that
have donated. I continue to accept
coats, etc. (New socks are also a
blessing to them)

As you know, we have been
collecting Progressive soups and
fruits cups (as these can be eaten
right from the can and are not
condensed) in the box in the
narthex to give out at the INN.
Well, they have been well received
at the INN.

A Story from the INN

A few weeks ago, I was working the INN. We
had actually finished for the evening and were
working on cleaning up. Kevin had already gone
upstairs for the Sunday Evening Worship
Service, which, incidentally, has had as many as
28 guests in attendance...Praise God for sending
out His Word!!

We heard a knock at the side door. As I opened
it, I found a woman about my age. She was
bundled up to her nose, trying desperately to
keep warm. She explained, through her tears,
that she had just recently become homeless, and
she would not be getting her food stamps for
another 10 days. She went on, crying harder
now, that she was hungry...so very hungry. She
didn’t find out about our soup kitchen until just
now having met one of our guests on the street
after having been fed. Did I have any food left,
she sobbed.

I brought her in and explained that we were
finished for the night and the served food was all
gone, but that I would get her something
together. I was able to fill several bags with soup,
fruit, cereal etc. Sonny wasn’t there that
day...but I noticed some bags of donations in the
hallway that were waiting for him. Sorry
Sonny...I went into them and God supplied her
with a beautiful down comforter and a warm
coat!!! T also gave her my listing of other local
soup kitchens and pantries and their times of
operation so she could be helped during the
coming weeks.

I have to say, that tears filled my eyes as I said
goodbye to her that evening; not only for her
uncertain circumstances, but for God’s blessing
me by being able to ease her burden. Ihave
tears even now as I write this to you. I truly feel
blessed in this ministry He has supplied to us.

I hope those who have thus far donated the soups
can also appreciate how God has blessed them to
be able to supply so generously for His children
in need.

Thank you to all and please continue to pray for
our guests at the INN as they are carried through
this hard winter. If anyone is interested in
joining up at our wonderful ministry, please give
us a call.

Kevin and Tina Brazier,
and the rest of the INN volunteers.
631-751-1890




Technology
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Thanks to Anthony Moore

IN AN EFFORT TO REACH THE MORE
“TECHNOLOGICALLY INCLINED™ WE WILL
BE TEXT-MESSAGING SERMON NOTES

In January, we upgraded our internet
service to Optimum Boost, which
makes our speed about three times
faster. It also gives us a lot of upgraded
features for hosting our website, and
much more, all for the same price we
were paying. Just by calling and
talking to someone about it, they
agreed to upgrade us to the business
service.

I held a class on the Community
Church Builders (CCB) program for
some of our committee leaders. It
lasted about 2 hours, and the people
attending got a better understanding of
how the program works and how it can
be more beneficial to them to use the
program to perform and keep track of
their tasks from start to finish. If
anyone would like to get some personal
training using the CCB, let me know.

In His Service,

Vinny Ferraro
Technology Chairperson

UTEE
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The Youth are looking forward to 2009.
Many are interested in getting together
their own praise band and others want to
get into drama, performing skits with a
message. This will make for a fun
worship time. Coming up in April is their
annual trip to Battlecry. This is an
opportunity for our Youth, along with
thousands of other teens from around the
country, to listen to live Christian bands
and hear speakers who inspire young
people to live for Christ. This month, the
Youth will be raising money for their
summer Mission Trip. They will be going
to Pennsylvania, where they will work
with children in a needy community and
also help people paint and repair their
homes. This trip will be a two-fold
blessing, both touching the community
they will work in and enabling them in a
real way to get out and do the Lord’s
work. The week-long Mission Trip also
provides many worship opportunities for
the Youth. The Youth are excited about
getting out there and helping these
people in the name of our Lord. We hope
you find it in your heart to contribute to
our mission.

In His Service,

Wendy Rudolf
Youth Director

This Month's Youth Newsletter By
Breanna Eng

Click on Picture
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Buildings & Grounds
N R

We had our first committee meeting in
January and established some good things.
We had about a dozen people interested in
the committee as well as a few interested
no-shows. To anyone who is interested in
being a part of the B&G committee, our
next meeting is February 17 at 7:00 PM in
the Art room (the old conference room).
Anyone who has anything to contribute is
welcome.

With the constant threat of snow this
winter, B&G could really use some more
volunteers to clear walkways and steps
around the church and school. Ron Pfister
has taken over that sub-committee and all
volunteers should coordinate through him.

Maintenance of our property is a big
job and thankfully we have a number of
skilled people to volunteer their time and
talents. Mike Layman, Tom Niblock and
Doug Schaefer have worked together to
finish the conference room upstairs by
Pastor’s office, Brian Eye is always ready to
help out when a furnace won’t start, Jim
Powers has his hammer, nails and
sheetrock ready and my eyes and ears in
the office Dee Darnell, Jackie Stoeckert
and Lori Lee Joerz are keeping watch out
so a small problem doesn’t become a big
one. Ken Stoeckert (the retired guy) when
relieved of his babysitting duties is always
willing to check out an issue that I can't.
My job is much easier thanks to all of you.

If you see something that needs
attention, please bring it to my attention at
ekbillin@optonline.net or through the CCB
website. We can’t get it fixed if we don’t
know it’s broken.

God Bless You,
Eric Billings

Congregational
Meeting Update
January 25", 2009

After sharing a delicious breakfast
together, 62 members stayed to hear the
2009 Budget proposal. Our Treasurer,
Bob Thompson, presented several items
for our consideration. First, he talked
about the need to consolidate our
existing mortgage and outstanding loan
into an unsecured, lower interest loan.
After discussion, a vote was taken to
refinance our existing debt to a new 10-
year loan at a lower interest rate.
Motion was approved. Bob then
presented the 2009 proposed budget in
the amount of $366,000. This motion
also passed. Lastly, Bob brought up the
idea of paying down our debt more
quickly by selling “boxes” for $20 apiece.
Each box represents another $20 toward
paying down our outstanding debt.
Boxes may be purchased by contacting
the church office, or speaking with Bob
Thompson or Joe Dragone of the
Finance Committee. It is our hope that
by Emanuel’s 100t anniversary in 2012,
we can be debt free. On behalf of the
Missions Committee, Kevin Brazier
presented the following list of proposed
2009 monthly Missions: January —
Youth Mentoring for Christ; February —
Youth Mission Trip; March — VBS; April
— Pastor Roy; May — Life Center; June —
Jesus is Lord; July — Youth Group
Abstinence Program; August — Ablaze;
September — Samaritan’s Purse; October
— Emanuel Lutheran School; November
— Food for the Poor; December — NYC
Relief. These Missions were voted on
and accepted. If you need further
information about a specific Mission,
please contact Kevin Brazier.
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Karl Braun 1927 - 2009

Click on picture for memorial Video

Pastoral Acts

Olga Ebner January 6th
Karl Braun January 23rd

Martha B. Otto January 25th

”Thank You” Corner

Thank you to the almost thirty people
who gave generously of their time to join
in on the Educational Planning Process
for Emanuel Lutheran School. What a
blessing to be a part of the energy that
was evident in every room as parents,
congregants, teachers, representatives
from the Lutheran Schools Association
and others came together to plan for the
future of our school. The groups
examined aspects of our school such as
Finances, Enrollment, Academic
Program, Governance, Facilities,
Lutheran Identity and our Community.

The findings of these groups will be
presented on Wednesday, February 11 at
7pm at the church. Join us for
refreshments prior to the meeting. If you
are interested in attending to hear the
results, please call the Church and
School office to let us know.

Sincerely,
Betsy Gallaer

Altar Flowers

¥

Do you or a loved one have an upcoming
birthday, anniversary, or other special
event? Why not commemorate it with
the purchase of a beautiful floral
arrangement? For only $25 you can have
a professional-looking bouquet that has
been artfully designed by our very own
Diane Monsell. To place your order,
either fill out a card in the Narthex, or
call the church office.
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Save The Dates:

2/11- 7pm
Educational Planning Process for
Emanuel Lutheran School

2/15 - Friendship Sunday

2/25 - Ash Wednesday
6 pm - Lenten Supper
7 pm - Service

3/4
6 pm - Lenten Supper

7 pm - Service

3/4 - 6 pm
1st Communion Classes begin

3/11
6 pm - Lenten Supper

7 pm - Service

3/18
6 pm - Lenten Supper

7 pm - Service

3/21 - All Day Event
Walk Thru the Bible

New Testament

3/25
6 pm - Lenten Supper
7 pm - Service

3/28 — 6:30 pm
3/ 29 — 9 am and 11 am
Pastor Rudolf - Food for the Poor

4/1
6 pm - Lenten Supper
7 pm - Service

Worship

Here we are, it’s February, and on the
14t of the month we will celebrate a day
when our thoughts turn to chocolate,
hearts, red roses, and love.
1John 4:7 tells us to “love one another,
because love is from God” When you wish
someone special “Happy Valentine’s
Day”, remember the bible verse that tells
us to love one another.

February 25t is Ash Wednesday, the start
of our Lenten season. Each Wednesday
we will join together at 6 pm for a light
supper and then go up to church for a
Lenten service.

You may have noticed a box in the
Narthex that looks like Emanuel before
the fire. It was prepared to accept a
voluntary $2.00 donation for Portals of

Prayer.
+

i

There are many tasks that will need
volunteers in the time before Easter.
Please consider helping with Lenten
meals, preparing the sanctuary and
grounds, or stripping palms. Please join
in and make the work light.

Millie Schwindt
Worship Chair




Social Ministry

Thank you to everyone for
your Souperbowl contributions
to Trinity Inn. We collected
$549.07 in the soup pots after
church this morning. We gave
$60.00 (a little more than 10%)
of the money to the Finance
Commiittee to purchase boxes
towards paying down the debt.
The rest of the money goes
directly to Trinity Inn.

Please keep knitting and
crocheting scarves - they will be
distributed to NYC Relief, as
well as in our local area.

Nancy Layman
Social Ministry Chairperson

Sunday School

Happy Baptlsmal Birthday to:

Kelleigh Dougherty  Pre-K 2/21
Ariana Eng 4t Grade 2/21

Welcome to February and cold snowy
weather. Time for warm fires in the
fireplace, hot chocolate with
marshmallows, and cuddling up with
your family to watch movies.

But let’s take a glance ahead to warmer
months. Summer Sunday School will
once again be starting up in July thanks
to Dawn Balsamo who has agreed to
oversee it. Summer Sunday School will
be available to children in Nursery
through 4th grade. Coming in June will
be a new curriculum for 5t and 6th
graders called Grapple. Itis a wonderful
web based program that is offered by
Group and will run through the summer
and the regular Sunday School year.
More information will be forthcoming as
we get closer to our launch date.

WHATO6S HAPPENI NG TH
The Sunday School offering envelopes

are being handed out during classes. If
you did not receive the envelopes for your
child(ren), please see me.

In His Service,
Kay Billings
Sundav School Superintendent




What is Ash Wednesday?
Ash Wednesday (from the Latin Dies Cinerum, meaning "Day of Ashes") is the first day of Lent. On this
day, Christians focus intensely on their utter and complete sinf ulness and the necessity of Christ's
suffering and death to earn their salvation. Ashes are referred to many times in the Old Testament as a
sign of sorrow, mourning, repentance, and mortality ( 2 Samuel 13:19 ; Esther 4:1 -3; Job 42:6 ; and
Jeremiah 6:26 ). Many churches use ashes during Ash Wednesday worship as part of a rite called the
Imposition of Ashes . According to this custom, ashes (traditionally made by burning palm fronds used
on Palm Sunday of the previous year) are mixed with a small amount of olive oil and applied to the
forehead of each worshipper.  The smudge mark made by the dirty ashes is a powerful reminder that
we are going to die because death is the penalty for our depraved natures and sins of thought, word,
and deed. The fact that the ashes are placed on our foreheads in the sign of the cross directs us to
Jesus Christ as the only way to forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life in heaven

What is the Season of Lent Really About?
For many Christians, the season of Lent typically in  cludes some kind of fasting.  These fasts usually take
the form of abstaining from all food throughout a given 24 -hour period or certain kinds of food for the
duration of the forty -day season. In place of a food fast, some Christians commit to give up a
pleasurable activity or dedicate themselves to charitable giving. Focus on prayer and devotions are also
especially emphasized during Lent.  But even though our Lord recommends and comments on the
Lenten disciplines of fasting, almsgiving, and prayer in Hi s Sermon on the Mount ( Matthew 6:1 -18),
these practices can easily become legalistic rituals  that are centered inwardly on the self rather than
outwardly o n Christ. If during Lent Christians choose to give up something or rededicate themselves to
helping those in need as a way to proclaim the salvation Christ has won for all by His suffering and
death, then such activities are sacrifices that glorify God. However, it is essential to remember that
nothing we do through self -denial or good works can ever earn the Lord's forgiveness or repay Him for
what He accomplished for us.  Lent is not about our giving up something to please God. Lent is about
what Jesus Christ gave up to pay the penalty for the sins of the world -- His holy and innocent life.  As
many churches sing during this Lenten season:
What Is Holy Week?
The last week of Lent is known as  Holy Week. During this holiest time of the liturgical year, the church
relives the final week of our Lord's life. The high points of this week a re Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great Vigil .
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