
A Lenten Thought 

Since I‟m not good at giving up things or denying myself, Lent is 
a challenge.  Self-denial just isn‟t one of my strong points. I 
guess I was born missing that gene. 

On the other hand, I take my Christian discipleship very 
seriously.  Guilt and law-driven obligation don‟t move me, but 
being free to love and follow Jesus Christ does. 

So my thought for this Lent is, instead of feeling guilty about 
what I‟m not giving up; I will feel blessed by what I add. This 
Lenten season I will add more time to prayer.  I will spend more 
time in my study of God‟s Word.  I will give more to my favorite 
missions.  I will dedicate more of my attention to our 
community.  I will make it a point to listen more, especially to 
those who love me.  I will go out of my way to keep in touch with 
those who want to hear from me.  

This Lent, I‟m going to remember again all that my Savior has 
done for me, and I‟m going to live like a person who‟s been 
bought back from sin.  I‟m going to honor Jesus by asking the 
Holy Spirit to help me be more like Him. 

What are you going to do this Lent? 

Have a blessed March.  

Pastor Folwaczny 
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Letter from the President 

  
 
 
 

 Donôt you love how some numbers hold so much meaning?  Forty days of 
Lent, Jesus fasted for 40 days in the desert, the Jews spent 40 years 
wandering, 40 days and nights of rain, King David reigned for 40 years.  
Now, our church is committing to another 40 ï 40 Days of Love, a new 
program which will be presented for 6 Wednesdays beginning March 5th at 
8 pm.  I hope you will check out this new series, which will take place in 
the Sanctuary following our Lenten Service.  The course consists of an 
approximately 20 minute video, hosted by Rick Warren of Saddleback 
Church.  There will also be time for personal or assisted prayer.   
 
On March 8th, the clocks ñspring aheadò one hour.  It is also time for our 
church to spring ahead in ñmaking disciples of all nationsò.  Do you work 
with someone who is an unbeliever?  Maybe you can be a witness to them.  
Not everyone can be a Billy Graham type of evangelist, but sometimes all it 
takes is an invitation to worship, an offer to pray for someone in their time 
of need, or just the example of allowing Christôs light to shine through you.   
 
You may not want to give up chocolate or potato chips for Lent, but can 
you give up a moment for someone in need?  Consider volunteering at our 
very own Trinity Inn.  Read Tina Brazierôs ñStories from the INNò this 
month, and pray about being a part of this wonderful ministry.  Just a few 
hours of your time, one Sunday a month, will mean so much to so many.  
Plus, you will have the added side effect of feeling great about yourself!  If 
the INN is not your calling, please consider one of the many other 
committees here at Emanuel ï the service and ministry they provide are 
just phenomenal. 
 
In His Service, 
Deb Ferraro 
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Congregations  

 

 

 

 

 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH  Missouri Synod  

  

 
   

  

 MEMORANDUM 
 

To:                 The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod  
From:              Gerald B. Kieschnick, President  
Subject:          Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Document  
                     "Report and Recommendations on Ministry Policies" 
 

Date:              February 22, 2009 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

Grace and peace be with you, from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  
It is with great disappointment and deep sadness that I share with The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
these brief comments on the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's Task Force on Sexuality document 
"Gift and Trust" and the "Report and Recommendations on Ministry Policies." The "Report and 
Recommendations" document recommends that the ELCA undertake a process that would result in the 
incorporation of "structured flexibility in decision making to allow, in appropriate situations, people in 
publicly accountable, monogamous, lifelong, same-gendered relationships to be approved for the rosters 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America." The two documents were released February 19 by an 
ELCA task force and are expected to be considered by the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in August. 
 

If this recommendation should be adopted by the Churchwide Assembly, it would constitute a change in 
the ELCA's present position, which precludes "practicing homosexuals" from being included on its 
rosters. More importantly, it would constitute a radical departure from the 2,000-year-long teaching of 
the Christian tradition that homosexual activity, whether inside or outside of a committed relationship, is 
contrary to Holy Scripture. 
 

As the ELCA Task Force Report itself states, "This church [the ELCA] does not have biblical and 
theological consensus on this matter." It therefore concludes that the ELCA "must seek a common way to 
live and serve in the midst of disagreements" such as "the understanding of the nature of sin," "the 
interpretation of the Bible," "how the Bible guides our lives," and "the level of disagreement the ELCA can 
bear." 
 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has repeatedly affirmed the biblical truth and historical 
understanding of the Christian church that the Bible condemns homosexual behavior as "intrinsically 
sinful" and is therefore contrary to the will of the Creator and constitutes sin against the commandments 
of God (Lev. 18:22, 24,20:13; 1 Cor. 6:9-20; 1 Tim 1:9-10; and Rom. 1:26, 27). 
 

Our prayer in the LCMS is that our gracious God will penetrate the lives and hearts of the leaders and 
members of the ELCA in the coming months as they discuss, debate, and determine the outcome of the 
task force report and its recommendations. 
 

In the meantime, it behooves us in the LCMS, in a spirit of sincere humility, love, care, and concern, to 
continue to endeavor faithfully to honor Resolution 3-21A of the 2001 Convention of our Synod that while 
"we cannot consider [the ELCA] to be an orthodox Lutheran church body . we of the LCMS recognize that 
many of our brothers and sisters of the ELCA remain faithful to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
we resolve to reach out to them in love and support ." 
God's grace, mercy, and peace be with us all.   
 

Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick, President 
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
 

"Transforming lives through Christ's love ...  in time ... for eternity ..." John 3:16-17 
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At the Council meeting held February 
16, 2009, the following were among the 
items discussed: 
School Committee reports that the 
Educational Planning Document was 
well underway, with sub-committees 
reporting their progress.  For more 
information on this, speak with Steve 
Spigonardo, our School Committee 
Chair.  They also request prayer for 
enrollment to increase in these tough 
economic times. 
Youth Group will be starting a new 
ministry.  One Saturday morning a 
month they will be handing out bagged 
lunches to whoever needs it.  If you can 
assist by donating peanut butter, jelly, 
bread, fruit, juice boxes, money, etc., 
please see Wendy Rudolf. 
Bob Thompson reported that the 
refinancing paperwork was submitted, 
with a target completion date of 
February 27. 
The church will be reviewing the model 
set forth in The Purpose Driven Church.  
A small committee will meet with an 
expert in this field with the desire to 
improve focus on our ministries.  After 
the initial meetings, the entire 
congregation will be updated and asked 
to participate.   
First Communion classes with Pastor 
will begin on March 4, with First 
Communion taking place on Palm 
Sunday (April 5).  During this time, 
Confirmation students will be doing 
their lessons online with Pastor. 
 

Update on Council 
Meeting of                                      

February 16, 2009 
 

 

Do you or a loved one have an upcoming 
birthday, anniversary, or other special 
event?  Why not commemorate it with 
the purchase of a beautiful floral 
arrangement?  For only $20 you can 
have a professional-looking bouquet that 
has been artfully designed by our very 
own Diane Monsell.  To place your 
order, either fill out a card in the 
Narthex, or call the church office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Easter Lilies 

Easter Lilies may be ordered for 
$10 each beginning March 1st.  
Lilies may be placed on the altar in 
honor or in memory of a loved one.  
Please complete the information 
below, and submit with your 
payment.  Please make checks 
payable to Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, and write ñAltar Guildò in 
the memo section.  The ordering 
deadline is April 6th. 
 

In Honor of:     
   
_________________________ 
In Memory of:     
 
_________________________ 
From (Your Name):  
 
_________________________ 

Altar Flowers 
 

 
 



  

EMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL                 
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT 
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"Walk Thru the Bible" 

Rescheduled for 
March 21st, 2009 

 
Click Picture for Video 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

If you were unable to attend the 
Walk Thru the Bible seminar in 
January, you will be happy to know 
that we had to reschedule.  Our 
instructor has made available 
Saturday, March 21st, 2009.  So, 
mark your calendars and come 
enjoy a blessed day at Emanuel 
Lutheran Church.  This one-day 
journey will include lunch and a 
workbook for continued study. Our 
instructor will Walk Thru the New 
Testament, all 27 books. This 
seminar is appropriate for students 
6th grade and older and all the 
young at heart. Attendees will have 
an understanding of the overall 
purpose and plan of God, which will 
serve you well. When you read the 
Bible you will understand it better 
and be able to place people, places 
and events into their proper order. 
Come begin your journey! Students 
$25, Individuals $30, Couples $50, 
and our Family of 4 plan $85 (2 
adults and 2 children). Please feel 
free to call me at 631-475-3513.   I 
am collecting monies beginning on 
January 4th.   
 

With Godôs Love, 
Dawn Fischetti 
Christian Education Chairperson 

 

 Emanuel Lutheran School Notes… 
 

As we enter into Lent, we are also in 
the enrollment process here at Emanuel. If 
you would like to tour the facilities, 
„shadow‟ a student or meet with faculty, we 
encourage you to make an appointment 
with the office. We will do all we can to 
accommodate you during the enrollment 
process. Tuition assistance is available, and 
we have a variety of discounts for church 
members, siblings and children of staff.  
 

 We recently had a wonderful  time 
during our annual „Sweetheart Dance‟. 
Thanks to the PTF,L and all who helped in 
transforming Zoller Hall to a fun-filled, 
beautifully decorated room.  
 

  New to Emanuel is a process brought 
to us by the Lutheran Schools Association, 
called an „Educational Planning Process‟. It 
is a proactive, introspective approach 
toward improving our school, and it is well 
under way. Many participants gave of their 
time and talents to make this a worthwhile 
endeavor. The results of the study will be 
presented in the near future. Thanks very 
much to all who participated and to Linda 
from LSA! 
 

 Please continue to pray for the 
students and staff, as we pray for you and 
your family. Also consider joining us for 
services during this season of Lent. Be sure 
to check our website for service schedules.  
 

God‟s blessings to you and yours,  
 

Steve Spigonardo 
 

School Committee Chairman 
           
 
 
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.”   
 

Proverbs 22:6 KJV      
 

 

 

 

 

 

  School Committee 
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  EMANUEL LUTHERAN 
SCHOOL                                                                          

 

 

To Emanuel Family: 
 

ñTeach me, Lord, to give more like you 
do: ungrudgingly, freely, lavishly.ò 

From Men of Integrity 
 

It has been a month since our 
Congregational Meeting; I would like to 
thank everyone for supporting our 
Council.  As we are in the Lenten Season 
and preparing for Easter, please keep 
our Church and Council in your prayers. 

There has been a lot of talk in the 
media about these hard economic times.  
People have been asked to give up things 
to help out.  It will be a rough time 
ahead for many and sacrifices will be 
made by all.   Remember that Jesus gave 
His life for us so we can join Him in 
heaven.  It is traditional to “give up” 
something for Lent: coffee, sweets, and 
other things that are in your heart.   

I have done something different in 
the past years; I did not “give up” 
anything, but decided to take something 
on.  I try to follow in Jesus‟ footsteps 
and give rather than give up.  If you do 
decide to “give something up” for Lent, I 
ask that you prayerfully consider giving 
the equivalent of that sacrifice to our 
church.  The same can apply if you “take 
something on, time and talent.”  It will 
give your heart a warm feeling and Jesus 
will bless you.   
  
   

LBWY  Ken Stoeckert 
Stewardship Chairperson 

 

 

 
 
 
Emanuel Lutheran School News: 
  
We're busy!  We're nearing the end of 
Basketball, cheerleading, and are 
planning the alumni/parent/staff vs. our 
Basketball team game.  The Cooking 
Club, Handbells & choir are preparing 
for Lutheran School's Sunday on March 
15.  Coffee hour that day will be hosted 
by our dedicated parents‟ organization 
(PTFL).  That is the start of Lutheran 
Schools‟ Week, which will be filled with 
fun activities for the students and end 
with the Live Book Fair.   Plan on 
attending our Live Book Fair on Friday 
evening, March 20th at 7pm.  We will be 
hosting over 30 authors and illustrators 
of children's books.  Come and see their 
books, have them autographed and enjoy 
a delightful evening.  Our re-registration 
is ongoing and our Preschool Open 
House will be on Sat. April 25 at 10am.   
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A Story from the INN 
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If I were to try to venture a guess, I 
would say that she is bringing her 
English-speaking daughter to hear the 
Word of God so, she too, would believe, 
understand, and have the undying faith 
that this soft-spoken, gentle woman has 
fostered over the years.   
 

What an opportunity we are providing 
for this young girl, as we lift her up, in 
God‟s own house, and offering her a 
deeper faith and understanding of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Praise God for the opportunities He 
provides to us! 
 

Tina Brazier 
 

As I am sure you would guess, we have a 
lot of Spanish guests at the INN each 
week.  Most are men.  They are a quiet, 
polite and reserved people.  They keep to 
themselves, eating quietly in groups 
around Zoller Hall.  A lot of them praise 
our cooks, thankfully saying “God Bless 
you” as they finish the buffet line and 
move towards the tables.   
 

One such guest comes to my mind often.  
It is a woman, maybe 45 years old.  She 
comes almost every week with her 
daughter, who is maybe 14.   I‟m sure the 
young girl attends school right here in 
Pat/Med, as they live in the apartments 
next door.  How humbling it must be for 
this young lady to come each Sunday to 
our INN for her Sunday dinner.  I know 
what my own daughters would think of it.  
Imagine the 14 year olds in your life 
living such a humble life.  Yet, this young 
lady is sweet, always smiling and saying 
hello in her own quiet way.  
 

The mother rarely speaks, probably 
because she speaks very little English.  
Her daughter translates her needs to us.  
They always stay for seconds after the 
main meal has been served and pack it 
away to serve as another meal for them 
during the week.  Then, after thanking us, 
they make their way back to their 
apartment next door, where they deposit 
their future meal.   
 
 

And then, faithfully, they return to our 
sanctuary, where they join us each week 
for our Sunday Evening Service.  The 
mother doesn‟t usually sing, as I am sure 
she doesn‟t know the words.  She 
probably doesn‟t even understand most 
of the message, but they are there, each 
week, quietly absorbing our worship.    

 
 

 
 

 
Trinity INN 

 
 

 
 

 
The INN is in need for March.  
There is a fifth Sunday this month.  
We donôt have a set crew and are 
in need of volunteers.  Would you 
prayerfully consider helping out?  
If anyone would like to Captain the 
week, that would be fabulous!!!  
Let me know. 
 
Tina Brazier  
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Technology 
   

 

 

Youth News 
 

   The Youth are getting excited about the 
upcoming Battle Cry concert.  It is the 
most anticipated event of the year.  We 
would like to thank all those who 
attended our fundraiser dinner over the 
holidays and bought the wreaths.  This 
helped pay for all their tickets!  A special 
thanks to all those who supported the 
Youth‟s mission trip this month and for 
buying a treat from our bake sale. 
 

The Youth are starting a service 
project at the end of March.  The last 
Saturday of each month they will hand 
out bagged lunches and will witness to 
the needy in the community.  This is a 
great opportunity for them to really 
experience doing the Lord‟s work hands 
on.  Anyone interested in helping or 
donating food, such as a jar of peanut 
butter or a loaf of bread, let me know.  
Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
In His Service,  
 

Wendy Rudolf 
Youth Director 
 
 
 

 This Monthôs Youth Newsletter By 
Breanna Eng 

 
Click on Picture 

 
 

 

  

 

We are looking for a few people to 
help out with Technology; we will 
train you on everything you would 
need to know. Please prayerfully 
consider helping our committee; we 
will need some help with preparing 
for the 100th anniversary.   
 

CCB Video Tour. This 11 minute 
video provides an overview of the 
program and its benefits. If you 
need any help with CCB (Church 
Community Builder) program, 
contact me to set up some training 
for you to help understand how to 
use the program better.  
CCB Video Link 
 

If you would like to respond to 
anyone about their articles please 
click on their name at the bottom of 
the article it is a link in blue it will 
open an email so you can send them 
any comments about the article. 
 
 

In His Service, 
 

Vinny Ferraro 
Technology Chairperson 
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Buildings & Grounds 
 

 

 

 With the cold weather showing signs 

of leaving, it brings to mind thoughts 

of spring, and with spring comes 

thoughts of Spring Cleaning.  As the 

chairman of the B & G committee it 

will fall on me to set up a schedule to 

get things done, to line up volunteers 

and to make sure our church and 

school is as well maintained as 

possible.  It will also fall on all of us 

to pick it up, wipe it down and report 

it if itôs broken.   

There are still a couple of issues 

open on our to-do list, and I know 

with Godôs help, and the volunteers 

from Emanuel the work will get 

done, as efficiently as possible.  I 

want you to know that I appreciate 

all of your support and your prayers.   

I would like to mention and thank 

Jim Powers for getting the sheetrock 

done in the furnace room, as well as 

repairing the hole in the wall in 

Zoller hall.  I would also like to thank 

Eileen Carpeneto who is always 

fixing, cleaning, straightening and 

organizing so many things that need 

to get done itôs impossible to list 

them all.  Thanks for all your help 

and well done.   

Your Brother in Christ,   

Eric Billings 

Building & Grounds Chairperson 
 
 

 

 Couples Club 
 

 

 

 

 
GO FOR THE GREEN 

 
Our annual eco-friendly event will be 
hosted once again by the Gallaers on 
March 13th at 7 PM. Please BYOB, an 
appetizer to share, and $5 per couple. We 
will once again have an evening of games, 
fellowship, fun, and, of course, food. The 
sign-up sheet will be in the Parish Hall. 
For more information call any of the 
officers. Have a blessed St. Patrick‟s Day, 
Carl & Barbara Johanntges, George & 
Nancy Barrett, Flo & Bob Ponzo, Stu & 
Gloria Jones 
 
 

Upcoming Events ï 2009 
 

4/24/09 – Karaoke Night – at the 
Barretts 

9/27/09 – Wine & Cheese – at the 
Joneses 

12/12/09 – Christmas Party 
We have been discussing having one or 

more of the following events this 
yearéluau, mystery night, couples 

retreat, line dancing evening.  
 If you have any additional ideas, please 
contact any of the officers. We value your 

input and help in planning and 
implementing any activity.  
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Memorials: 
 

For:  Audrey Bowen 
from:  Helen Knatz 
  
For:  Roger Overton 
from:  Bill and Chris Donaldson 
June Gillette and Brenda 
Kirschenheiter  
  
For:  Karl Braun 
from:  Bill and Chris Donaldson, 
June Gillette, Brenda 
Kirschenheiter, Barbara Steyert, 
John & Betsy Gallaer, John & Evelyn 
Braun,. Bill and Lois Goelz, Mike, 
Nancy and 
Kristina Layman 
 

 For:  Henry Reinfrank 
from:  Mia & Gerhard Redelberger 
 

 For:  Nicolo Ponzo 
from:  Mia & Gerhard Redelberger 
 

 For:  Nicolo Ponzo 
from:  John & Betsy Gallaer 
 

 For:  George Fielding 
from:  Millie and Ken Schwindt 
 

 For:  Nicolo Ponzo 
from:  Gloria & Stuart Jones, the 
Redelbergers 
  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 Thank you to everyone in my 
Emanuel family who sent me 
cards, visited, and prayed for me 
during my hospital and 
rehabilitation stay.  Your care 
and concern are much 
appreciated. 
  
Eileen Schiebl 
 

 
   
 

  
 

”Thank You” Corner 

Pastoral Acts 
 

Baptisms 

 
   Thomas Raymond Steyert          

February 8th 
 

       Charles Joseph Krikau                      
February 15th 

 

Vacation Bible 
Study 

 

 

Please Click on Picture above to register 

your child and/or to volunteer to help  
 

 

 

 

 

VBS Dates 

Start Date: 7/13/2009 

End Date: 7/17/2009 

Start Time: 6:00 PM 

End Time: 8:30 PM 
 

   Wendy Rudolf 
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Save The Dates: 

 
  

3/4  
6 pm - Lenten Supper 

7 pm - Service 
8pm - 40 Days of Love 

 

3/4 - 6 pm 
1st Communion Classes begin 

 

3/11 
6 pm - Lenten Supper 

7 pm - Service 
8pm - 40 Days of Love 

 
3/13 - Go for the Green 

 
3/15  Lutheran School Sunday 

 

3/18 
6 pm - Lenten Supper 

7 pm - Service 
8pm - 40 Days of Love 

 

3/21 - All Day Event 
Walk Thru the Bible  

New Testament 
 

3/25 
6 pm - Lenten Supper 

7 pm - Service 
8pm - 40 Days of Love 

 

3/28 - 6:30 pm 
3/ 29 - 9 am and 11 am  

Pastor Rudolf - Food for the Poor   
 

  
4/1 

6 pm - Lenten Supper 
7 pm - Service 

8pm - 40 Days of Love 
 
 

 

 

Worship 
 

 I just received a packet of Forget Me Not 
seeds from Lutheran Hour Ministries.  
The following bible verse is on the back of 
the package.  "For you have been born 
again, not of perishable seed, but 
imperishable, through the living and 
enduring word of God."  1 Peter 1:23 
 

With the approach of spring and planting 
of seeds try to remember the bible verse 
from Peter. 
 
 

March 8th will start daylight savings 
time.  Set your clocks ahead. 
 

Welcome to our new ushers, Christy & 
Peter Bugala.  Ushering is a once a month 
responsibility.  Please consider becoming 
an usher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructions will be included in April's 
newsletter on the care of Easter lilies as 
well as instructions to make a cross from 
the palms that are given out on Palm 
Sunday. 
 

Flowers can be ordered to honor or 
remember friends and loved ones to be 
placed on the altar.  Please check for 
available dates. 
 

Please join us for Lenten services on each 
Wednesday during Lent.  
 

Millie Schwindt        
Worship Chairperson 
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Sunday School 
 

 
 

Sunday School is in urgent need of 2 
teachers: 3rd /4 th grade and Pre-
K/Kindergarten.  The next semester will 
start on March 8 th and run until June 
28th with 4 Sundays off (Easter, 
Mothers Day, Fathers Day and 
Memorial Day -Sunday).  Please 
prayerfully consider volunteering for 
this semester.  The kids need teachers.  
Without teacherséwe wonôt be able to 
have Sunday School.   Please contact me 
to volunteer at 631-286-5596 
 

In His Service 

Kay Billings                                        
Sunday School Superintendent 

 

 
 Happy Baptismal Birthday to: 

 

 

 Alexis Niblock          Kindergarten       3/14 

Dylan Johnson          Kindergarten       3/15 

Antoinette Billings      5th Grade           3/29 

 
 
 
 

Social Ministry 
   

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Social Ministry 
Committee will be providing 
dinner on Wednesday, March 
25th, prior to the Wednesday 
evening Lenten Service. Please 
join us each Wednesday during 
Lent for dinner at 6PM, a Lenten 
Service at 7PM, and a new 
program (40 Days of Love) at 
8PM. 
 
 Please continue to knit and 
crochet scarves. Also, I have an 
easy pattern to crochet hats. If you 
would like a copy of the pattern, 
please see me after church. If 
Spring arrives early, and no one 
needs the scarves and hats this 
year, we will collect them and be 
ready for next winter! 
 
Nancy Layman 
Social Ministry Chairperson 
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THE HERALD 
Emanuel Lutheran Church & School 

179 East Main Street 
Patchogue, NY 11772 

Rev. Norbert Folwaczny, Pastor 
emanluthpa@optonline.net 

 

 www.emanluthpatch.org 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Church Office:    emanluthch@optonline.net 

631-758-2240 
 
Office Hours:         M-F 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
                                     Except Holidays 
Worship:                  Saturday ..éé... 6:30 PM 
                                      Sundayé..éé..  9:00 AM 
                                       Sunday é.é.é 11:00 AM 
Sunday School:            ééééééé  9:00 AM 
 
Youth Sr. Bible Study:  Wedééé.. 7:00 PM 
Youth Group:                   Fridayéé.. 6:30 PM 
Wendy Rudolf, Youth Director    631-327-6168 
 
 

              
Emanuel Lutheran School (Nurseryð8th grade) 

Principal:  Lori Lee Joerz   631-758-2250 
Email:         emanluthsc@optonline.net 
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WHAT IS PALM SUNDAY? 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter.  On this day, Jesus, 
accompanied by His disciples, entered the city of Jerusalem in triumph (Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 
11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; and John 12:12-19).  An enthusiastic crowd greeted Jesus by spreading 
palm branches along the road and shouting Hosanna, a Hebrew expression meaning "save us."  
The throng hailed Jesus as the "Son of David," the Messiah promised long ago by God.  Services 
on Palm Sunday traditionally begin with a joyful procession into the sanctuary.  Worshipers 
often carry palm leaves or wear crosses made of palm.  

WHAT IS MAUNDY THURSDAY? 

The first part of the Triduum begins on the evening of Maundy Thursday (also called Holy 
Thursday), during which Christians recall the events that took place the night Jesus was 
betrayed.  The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke concentrate on the institution of the Lord's 
Supper (Matthew 26:20-30; Mark 14:17-26; and Luke 22:14-35).  The gospel of John focuses 
instead on the Lord's final teachings to His disciples, dramatically punctuated by His washing 
of their feet (John 13-17).  The word "maundy" is derived from the Latin phrase mandatum 
novum, meaning "new commandment."   It refers to the Lord's words to His apostles as 
recorded in John 13:34:  A new command I give you:  love one another.  

Some congregations reenact the foot-washing ritual on this evening.  However, the true climax 
of Maundy Thursday worship is the celebration of the Lord's Supper.  This night is the 
"anniversary" of the sacrament and therefore a memorable event, even in churches that 
celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday.  After the sacrament has ended, the stripping of the 
altar takes place.  The ministers and several assistants remove all vessels, crosses, books, 
candles, linens, paraments, banners, and other decorations from the altar and chancel area.  
This ancient ritual is a powerful and dramatic reenactment of the Lord's humiliation at the 
hands of the Roman soldiers.  As the altar is being stripped, Psalm 22 or Psalm 88, portions of 
the Old Testament containing clear prophecies of Christ's suffering, is chanted or sung.  The 
altar, left bare or adorned only with black paraments, is transformed from the communion 
table of Maundy Thursday into the tomb slab of Good Friday. 
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