
   

I have to learn how to turn it off.  The news, that is.  Whether it’s the TV, 
radio, cable, internet, or just people talking, I really have to learn how to 
turn it off.  It’s driving me crazy.   
 
It all started when our Navy son went to sea the first time.  I was eager to 
get all the news I could on the war in Iraq, his ship, the jets he was 
servicing, and anything else.  I couldn’t turn it off.  I watched CNN every 
chance I got.  It got to be a habit, and it didn’t quit.  Today, I am a 
recovering news addict. 
 
One day I asked myself, “If I don’t listen to the news all the time, then what 
will I do?”  Then the answer came to me…pray!  I finally figured out that it 
would be a much better thing (and much better for me) to pray about the 
news instead of just listening to it.  So, now I’m praying about the 
Lutherans that voted to ordain gays and lesbians, and the swine flu 
epidemic, and hate crimes.  I’m praying about health care and children 
going back to school, and the national debt.  When I hear gossip at church, 
I pray about it as well as those who are spreading it and those who are hurt 
by it.  When I hear that one of my family members is sick, I worry less and 
pray more. 
 
And I’m feeling better.  The news media doesn’t tell us that listening to too 
much news is bad for us.  The government doesn’t have a warning label on 
newspapers or news magazines to protect us.  News Channel 12 doesn’t 
explain in an editorial that too much Long Island news can make us sick.  
We have to learn these things ourselves.  I wish I wasn’t such a slow 
learner. 
 
It’s a good thing that praying without ceasing never makes anyone sick!  I 
know I’m on the road to recovery. 
 
Have a blessed September.   
I’ll be praying that you do. 
 

Pastor Folwaczny 

 
  

Pastor’s Message 
 

“Latest News: Prayer Found To Be Good For You” 
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Letter from the President 
 

 

 
 
Our Church is a family.  Brothers, sisters, we are all children of the same God.  Sometimes we 
disagree, sometimes we work together, but we are always blessed to be loved as the precious and 
wonderful children of our Heavenly Father. 
 
If August represents the lazy days of Summer, then September is the time to close up our swimming 
pools, put our children on school buses, and get back to a more regimented schedule.  Here at 
Emanuel we have a lot of upcoming events.  On September 17th a group of 25 women head to 
Philadelphia to attend the 2 day Women of Faith Conference.  If you have never been to one of these 
conferences, plan on going next year!  You will laugh, cry, and refresh your faith.  On September 23rd, 
we are showing the movie Fireproof.  This movie, which deals with difficulties in marriage, is not just 
for married people!  Feel free to invite your friends to enjoy this free showing.  On September 26th, we 
are having our first Senior Saturday.  This new group is open to anyone who considers themselves a 
Senior.  There will be guest speakers, refreshments, and fellowship.  Bring a friend – or come make 
some new ones.  The Couples’ Club will host its Wine and Cheese event on September 27th.  Travel to 
the East Hampton home of the Joneses for what promises to be a great day.  On September 30th, 
Pastor will resume Confirmation classes for 7th and 8th graders from 6-7 pm.  These classes will meet 
every Wednesday.  On October 3rd, the Annual Horseshoe Tournament will be held at the Stoeckert 
home.  Every year, many men come out and test their skills!  There is fellowship, laughter, and prizes.  
A delicious dinner with their wives follows, with a good time had by all. 
 
Our School has been blessed with the hiring of a new Principal.  I know you will join me in welcoming 
Mrs. Denise Norman to her new role.  As a long-time teacher here at Emanuel, she has gained the 
respect of students, parents, and teachers alike.  Please keep Denise, and her husband Rich, in your 
prayers during this exciting time.  The School has undergone some other personnel changes.  With 
the retirement of Jackie Stoeckert as School Secretary, Cynthia Falco has been hired as our new 
Administrative Assistant.  Also, there have been some teacher changes, with some teachers retiring, 
and others being hired.   Also, please welcome Joe Dragone as our new School Committee 
Chairperson.  We know our Lord will bless our School mightily during this transitional time. 
 
As always, I urge you to join something here at Emanuel.  A group, a committee, Bible Study, Choir, 
Trinity Inn.  Which one is calling you?   
 
 
 

In His Service,  
Deb Ferraro 
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Dear Members and Friends in Christ, 
 
School is upon us and that means that 
Sunday School will begin on September 
13th.  At this point we do not have a 
Director to lead the Sunday School into the 
new year.  I am praying that someone will 
prayerfully consider this task.  It is the 
children that need our instruction and 
direction in life with Christ. Please feel free 
to call me if you know someone or would 
like some additional information (631-475-
3513). 
 
Emanuel will be hosting the movie 
Fireproof on September 23rd at 6:30 PM; 
we will use this movie to help strengthen 
marriages and couples in our church and 
community. FIREPROOF is an 
unprecedented opportunity to 
communicate God's design for 
relationships. Start making your plans now 
to join us, and invite someone you know 
it’s FREE! 
 
Statistics show that almost half of people in 
the U.S. will divorce at least once in their 
lifetime. Research shows that when things 
get difficult, people first look to the church 
for answers. Our church can provide the 
answer and offer hope and healing for 
couples in our church and community! 
After the movie you can sign up to join us 
in a small group setting to participate in 
the Fireproof your Marriage Bible study 
that will take place over the following 6 
weeks. This study course will require a 
guide that will cost $10 per couple.  This is 
a great opportunity to invite family and 
friends for a FREE movie night, see you 
then.  
 
With God’s Love, 
Dawn Fischetti  
Christian Education Chairperson 
  
 

Christian Education  
 

 
 
Do you or a loved one have an upcoming 
birthday, anniversary, or other special 
event?  Why not commemorate it with 
the purchase of a beautiful floral 
arrangement?  For only $20 you can 
have a professional-looking bouquet that 
has been artfully designed by our very 
own Diane Monsell.  To place your 
order, either fill out a card in the 
Narthex, or call the church office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

If you would like to submit a 
prayer request to the email prayer 
chain, church bulletin or pastoral 

team, click link below. 
   

 
 

  
 

  

 

Altar Flowers 
 

 

 

 Submit a Prayer Request 
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 Pastoral Acts 
  

Weddings 

 
Edward V. D'Auria and      

Ericka L. Brennan               
August 8, 2009  

 

 

Baptisms 

 
 

   Camryn John Howard            
August 9, 2009 

 

   Christopher Cole Falkman     
September 6, 2009 

  

Memorials  
 

for:    Marilyse Horn 
from:  Harvey & Peggy Gehrig 
  

School Memorials 
  

for:  Jessica Janis Lliteras                          
(for Art/Music Program) 
from:  Russ and Janet Wiebelt 
from:  Nancy Daniels 
from:  Douglas Daniels 
from:  Matty Rueger 
from:  Warren & Helen Knatz 
from:  Philip & Sara Walter 
from:  Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Richardson 
from:  Stu and Gloria Jones 
from:  Caryl Ann and Joe Koesterer 
from:  Rita LoGiudice 
from:  Paul and Kris Schulz 

 
  

 

  

 

 As a prisoner of the Lord, then, I urge you to 
live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received. Be completely humble and gentle; be 
patient, bearing with one another in love. Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit.  Ephesians 4:1-4a 
 

     As we read the words Paul writes in his letter 
to the Ephesians let us ask ourselves, are we 
living a life worthy of the calling we have 
received from our heavenly Father? In 1Peter 2 
Peter reminds us that we are being built into a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood. In 1 
Corinthians 12 we here the words, the body is a 
unit, though it is made up of many parts; and 
though its parts are many, they form one body.  
     May the Lord help us this day and always to 
understand that we are being called upon to be 
the ministry in Christ Jesus. May the Lord help 
us to grow through the earthly shepherding of 
our Pastor, equipping us, the saints, for the 
work of the ministry.  
     I ask each and everyone one today to seek 
the Lord and ask, what is my ministry? Where 
can I better support the body of Christ? How 
am I building up the body?  
 

1Corinthians12:24-27 
But God has combined the members of the 
body and has given greater honor to the parts 
that lacked it, so that there should be no 
division in the body, but that its parts should 
have equal concern for each other. If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you 
are the body of Christ, and each one of you is 
part of it.  
 

   Rejoice in the Lord always again I say Rejoice! 
For We Are Members Of One Body, A Royal 
Priesthood, Children Of The Heavenly Father. 
May we continue to work together in the 
ministry we were called to for the Glory of our 
Savior who died on Calvary, Christ Jesus, 
Amen! 
 

In His Name: 
     

Brian Eye 
Elder 

 
 
 

  The Elders Corner 
 

 
 

mailto:beye@optonline.net?subject=The%20Herald


     

  

Stewardship 
 
   
 
 
 

     
 

This is the second Biblical Stewardship Principle: 
 

II. God's Stewards Are Managers, Not Owners 
 

What does this mean? 
God has given to His people (His stewards) life and everything we need to live (all life's 
resources) as a trust; that is, we use and take care of everything, including life itself, for 

God. We do this with joy and with responsibility. 
 

What does God's Word say about this? 
Genesis 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it. 
Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 
1 Chronicles 29:14 "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give 
as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given You only what 
comes from Your hand. (David was praising God for his and his people's joy of being 
able to give of their treasure for the temple which his son, Solomon, would build.) 
2 Corinthians 8:5  And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to 
the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. (Paul was talking about people who 
had little to give, but who asked for the privilege of giving to God's work, first giving 
themselves, then giving out of their poverty what they could.) 
Luke 12:48b From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant 
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be 
rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 
hold of the life that is truly life. 

 

How is this done? 
As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will: 

 Encourage God's kind of management of all life and life's resources for God's 
purposes; 

 Use materials and plans for stewards that have as their foundation the understanding 
that God is the Owner and we are the managers in the area of stewardship; 

 Encourage cheerful living and giving in all areas of life by Christian stewards, giving 
the first-fruits (giving from all we have, not just from a portion of it), proportionate 
(giving the best and first), including but not limited to tithing  (giving of 10 percent); 

 Always remind ourselves that God is the Owner and we are the managers; and 
 Receive and use God's gifts with thanksgiving. 

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will not: 
 Approach the steward as if he or she is the Owner; 
 Forget God, the Owner, because we begin to believe that the work or the people or the 

company is the most important thing; or 
 Fail to remind each other that if God has given us greater blessings, then we have 

greater responsibility to manage them according to God's purposes. 
      

God Bless and Peace to All 
 

LBWY  Ken Stoeckert 
Stewardship Chairperson.  
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  How great is our God? The answer is right 
in front of my face. Everyday I see these 
wonderful young men and women living 
Christian lives and am awestruck by His 
greatness. We had a tremendous overnighter 
called “Rise Up” chaperoned by some very a 
hearty group; Vinny Ferraro, Thomas 
Pfister, Arlene Mazowiesky, Wendy Rudolf 
and me. The evening began with a spaghetti 
dinner on Friday night and ended with eggs 
and bacon on Saturday morning. The 
evening was spent in pray, praise and study 
as we moved forward in faith. We had a 
reading from Tommy Pfister that was 
touched my soul. It makes me wonder why 
everyone doesn’t vie to be a youth volunteer. 
I think it a tremendous opportunity to move 
forward in faith by moving back to your 
roots. I love to share my faith and renew the 
right spirit within me by studying the word 
of God with the youth. When Mrs. 
Mazowiesky signed on as a volunteer one of 
the youth asked who she was then added, 
“she’s alright”.  
The bake sale/jewelry boutique was fun and 
successful. The Youth Group would like to 
thank everyone for the jewelry and cake 
donations, but would like to give special 
thanks to Emily Ferraro who thought up the 
jewelry idea and then made and donated her 
beautiful collection. 
Thank you all for your donations of peanut 
butter and jelly it is greatly appreciated by 
the people of Patchogue. We are also 
accepting donations of individually wrapped 
snacks and individual juice containers 
(preferable 100% juice).  
Please come down and volunteer with the 
youth it is blessing for all. 
 

Always Serving Him, 
 

 Eileen Carpeneto 
Youth Chairperson 

 
 
 

 
With the end of Summer, comes the preparation 
for the new school year.  As we prepare our kids 
for the new school year, taking them to get new 
shoes, clothes and school supplies; you look 
around and see that it is a really big deal, with 
everyone in the stores scrambling to get what 
they need.  One of my family’s biggest challenges 
is to get the kids back on a school bedtime 
schedule! 
 

I would like to thank the Technology team for the 
hard work in the preparation for the new school 
year as we worked on the school’s 21 classroom 
computers.  We updated the 12 Computer Lab 
computers with some new learning programs for 
the kids, and performed all the Microsoft 
updates to get them up to date.  
 

The remaining computers in the classrooms 
tended to be a little more challenging.   We had 
to reformat the hard drives on a few, and reload 
all the software they needed.   We also found 
some hardware problems with a few of them and 
had to replace a couple of computers with some 
other used ones and then prep those for school 
use.  
 

With that said, we are trying to keep these 
computers running thoughout this school year.  
But we will have to look to upgrade all school 
computers to new ones in the very near future so 
the planning should start now so we can be 
prepared for next year.  The computers we are 
using can’t handle all the new or upgraded 
programs that need to be installed on them.  
With some prayer, and a lot of upkeep, we will 
look to keep them running this year.  We need a 
new system very soon.  
      

WE ARE IN NEED OF FOUR USED 
COMPUTERS FOR THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
(Language Arts, Math, Science, and Art) 
that are not too old and that we can reformat and 
load programs for school use.  Please contact me 
if you have a used computer we can have for the 
school - 399-0733 

 

In His Service, 

Vinny Ferraro                                                                                                           

Technology Chairperson 
 
 

 

Technology 
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Buildings & Grounds 
 

 

 

  
 In a continuation of “no good deed goes 
unpunished”, the house at 26 Rose has a 
new issue.  The toilet in the 2nd floor 
bathroom overflowed and ran unchecked 
for an unknown period of time.  There is 
damage to some of the upstairs floors, 
the downstairs walls and floors in the 
laundry room and kitchen; as well as an 
accumulation of water in the basement.   
I have already contacted our insurance 
company as well as a cleanup company to 
get rid of the water damage as well as 
mold and other problems that this issue 
has brought.  I will keep you informed as 
circumstances develop.  
With classes starting there are several 
people who worked really hard to get the 
school ready to go.  Duke Ducoing, Eileen 
Carpeneto, George Barrett, and several 
others who are always ready to help and 
lend their talents to Emanuel.  I would 
also personally like to thank the 
backbone of the B&G committee:  Diane 
Schwindt.   Diane and the “Longwood 
Ladies” came into the school and cleaned 
the school within an inch of its life.  Every 
classroom, all the bathrooms, hallways, 
walls, floors, doors, desks, chairs and 
anything that didn’t move was cleaned 
and prepped for the first day of school.  I 
couldn’t have done it without you and 
give you all the credit for getting Emanuel 
Lutheran School ready to go on day 1.   
  
 

Thank you all for your efforts                  
Your Brother in Christ,   

Eric Billings 

Building & Grounds Chairperson 
 
 

 Couples Club 
 

 

   
Couples Club News - August 2009 
 
Please mark the date - September 
27th - for our Annual Wineries 
and Springs Event. 
More details to follow as the date 
gets closer. There will be a sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board in 
September. 
Have a Super, Sizzling, Safe 
summer! 
Your Couples Club Officers... 
Barbara & Carl Johanntges,        
Flo & Bob Ponzo, George & Nancy 
Barrett, Gloria & Stu Jones 
   

 Gloria Jones 
 

Upcoming Events – 2009 
 
 9/27/09 – Wine & Cheese – at the Joneses 
 
12/12/09 – Christmas Party 
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Well, what a week we’ve had.  We had a fabulous 
dinner of pasta with meat sauce and garlic bread, 
and then about 14 people came upstairs for our 
Sunday Evening Worship Service.  One of our 
wonderful elders led our worship, which of course 
was terrific. His message was about being a 
"Warrior in Christ".  He spoke lovingly about 
working through your sin with the help of Our Lord. 
He shared some of his own battles over the years 
with thoughtfulness and caring.  He talked further 
of how he came to depend on God and to give his 
own battles to Him and Him alone. He shared some 
very powerful scriptures and we all joined in singing 
some fabulous worship music.  I encourage you all 
to take a Sunday Evening to join us for this short 
but powerful service. 
  
As the service came to an end, he reminded 
everyone that they could come up for personal 
prayer with him if they wished. A young man 
approached him in tears. He said that 3 separate 
times over the course of that day friends had told 
him he should come to service that evening.  He 
went on to explain how the elder's words (or should 
I correct myself and say God’s Word working 
through our elder) had touched him deeply.  He had 
been suffering with addiction for years, and he 
desperately wanted to get help.  
  
Our elder spent the rest of Sunday night and into 
the early morning hours with him at Brookhaven 
Hospital, trying to get him admitted.  
Unfortunately, he was told he was not eligible. The 
elder brought him home, but was not willing to give 
up just yet. On Monday, he made several phone 
calls and finally got an appointment at New Hope in 
Freeport, where the gentleman was finally 
admitted.  I spoke to our elder today (Saturday 
almost a week later), and he told me that he has 
spoken to him every day this week, and the 
gentleman is working hard at New Hope on 
becoming a new man…a man of God!!! (Can I hear 
an AMEN!)  Our elder was actually headed there as 
I write this to drop some things off for him.  He's 
not sure that he will be able to see him, but he needs 
to get him some much needed items. 

   
Emanuel’s amazing ministry, your ministry, is truly 
changing lives. Praise God that He allows us to 
witness some of these changes. I can only imagine 
the changes that have occurred that we are not even 
aware of. 

 
 

 
  

  

PARISH MINISTRY 
 

Please remember, we are still in 
need of Progresso Soups and 

pop top fruit cups to fill the gaps 
in their week of need. 

  

 
 
 

  
 
 

  
 

Stories from the INN 

  
Stories from the INN 

 

 

ANNUAL HORSESHOE 
TOURNAMENT 

 

 

 

This year's Horseshoe 
Tournament will be held 

Saturday, October 3rd, at Ken 
Stoeckert's house.  We will begin 

promptly at 12 noon.  Please 
come early for lunch.  $30/per 

person, but wives are included.  
Your wife is welcome to join us at 

4 pm for dinner.  This year's 
tournament proceeds will benefit 

Camp Sonrise. 

 



  
  
  

  

  

   
 

 

 

Social Ministry 
  

  
 
 
Even though we didn't have a meeting in 
August, we are still active behind the 
scenes.  We will be either sponsoring a 
child from World Vision or donating to 
Bread for the World.  We will also be 
finishing up the Christmas Ornaments 
at our September meeting.   Just a 
reminder for anyone who may be 
interested in joining Social Ministry:  we 
will be meeting at my house on Monday, 
September 14th at 7:00 p.m.  Come on 
over to 453 Greenbelt Pkwy, Holtsville 
or call me for directions at 472-5723.  
May you and your loved ones have God's 
peace.         

 
 

 Jeannette Lynagh 
Social Ministry Chairperson 

 

 

Fireproof 
 

It’s Free                                              

In The Sanctuary  
 

September 23rd at 6:30 PM 

Worship 
 

   
“Train up a child in the way he should go and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.”  
Proverbs 22:6 KJV 
 
At this time of year, when someone is asked “do 
you know where your child is?” you might say at 
school.  Some parents are able to say Emanuel 
Lutheran School.  My husband Ken and I fell so 
blessed having our grandson at Emanuel.  So 
many of the day’s lessons lead to questions and 
discussions about God.  What a wonderful way to 
start a child’s walk with God, and have them get a 
quality education.  Wednesdays are Chapel day at 
Emanuel.  It gives children and adults an 
opportunity to worship midweek.  The verse 
above from Proverbs 22:6 sum it up.  Make 
worship a part of your child’s life – bring them to 
Sunday School.   
 
Please take a moment when you come into the 
Narthex to hello to our “Junior Greeters”.  They 
are the kids who are handing out the printed 
materials to the children as they enter the 
sanctuary.   
 
Don’t forget to pick up the Portals of Prayer 
devotional in the Narthex.  A voluntary 
contribution is appreciated but not necessary. 
 
Please call me if you would like to volunteer for 
ushering, Altar Guild, to spruce up the sanctuary, 
or some Spring or Fall cleaning. 
 
See you in church. 
 
God Bless, 

 
 

Millie Schwindt        
Worship Chairperson 
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 Update on Council 
Meeting of 

August 17, 2009 
 

 
At our Council meeting of 8-17, the 
following items were among those 
discussed: 
 

Christian Ed is still in need of a Sunday School 
Director.   
Worship Committee is looking into the repair 
of the baptismal plaque that was accidentally 
broken.  Also, there was discussion about 
replacing the carpeting in the sanctuary and 
the cost associated with that project. 
The front entrance to the church and school 
offices remains a problem.  The stoop is 
crumbling and is an accident waiting to 
happen.  Also, the foyer is not even with the 
office, creating a tripping problem. 
Youth had a successful overnighter with about 
20 Youth attending.  Thanks to Eileen 
Carpeneto, Vinny Ferraro, Arlene Mazowiesky, 
and Tommy Pfister for chaperoning.  The 
Youth room downstairs is still being reworked 
after the leaking and mold problems were 
addressed. 
Technology Committee reports that the audio 
board still remains a big concern.  The main 
computer also has a problem creating a loud 
hum during services.  New automated, 
programmable thermostats are continuing to 
be installed in an effort to get our energy costs 
under control. 
Evangelism reported that the Alive After 5 
events on Main Street were well attended and 
thanks the volunteers who pitched in. 
Pastor Folwaczny told us that at the recent 
convention, Pastor Fleischman was elected our 
new Circuit President.  Also, Confirmation 
classes will begin the 30th of September. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Ferraro 
 
 
 

 Senior Saturday 
 

  
  

 

 

 
 
  

We are excited to announce Senior 

Saturday!  To be held the last Saturday of 

each month, Senior Saturday will consist 

of speakers, refreshments, fellowship, and 

games. 

 

Our first Senior Saturday will be held on 

September 26 from 1 pm to 3 pm in 

Zoller Hall.  Our speaker will be a 

representative from the Suffolk County 

Police Department addressing the subject 

of “Identity Theft”. 

 

Future topics will include:  Elder Law, 

Making a Storm Evacuation Plan, Taking 

and Storing Digital Photos 

 

There is no cost for this event, and it is 

open to all – Emanuel and non-Emanuel 

members alike.  So, invite your friends – 

and come make some new ones!   

 

For more information, contact  

Flo Ponzo 286-1478,  

Brenda Kirschenheiter 472-1762 or 

Barbara Johanntges 399-2646 

  
 

 
 
 

 



 

  

  
 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  
 

 

 

    

Emanuel Lutheran Church History 

Miracle on Main Street 
 

 As most of you know, the Hebrew word “Emanuel” means “God with 
us”.  During the season of Advent we sing, “O come. O come 
Emanuel”, inviting our risen Savior into our church and our lives, 
and hoping for His second coming.  Emanuel has always been with 
us. 
 
My most vivid memories of Emanuel’s presence in our midst were 
during and after the fire.  Miraculously, all of the school children 
were shepherded to safety before the flames engulfed the sanctuary.  
Miraculously, our stained glass windows showed no indication of 
damage, and our altar, handmade by a church member of long 
standing, remained intact.   
 
While there was a pastoral vacancy at the time, again miraculously 
God had raised up and prepared a strong lay leadership that took up 
the task of rebuilding the church and providing for the future.  The 
students missed only two days of school as area churches opened 
their doors so that there would be no disruption of the students’ 
education.  These churches also rescheduled their own Sunday 
services to accommodate our congregation.  Very quickly Patchogue 
Methodist Church became our “permanent” temporary home.  (Who 
can forget the aroma of freshly baked bagels wafting from the bagel 
shop down the street near the end of the service?).  Our lay 
leadership resumed committee meetings in their homes and it was 
back to business as usual with the added task of rebuilding.  Through 
all of these upheavals Emanuel, never left us. 
 
Our son Adam was the crucifer at the service of thanksgiving and 
dedication.  He often mentions that he wished his arms were longer 
to raise the cross even higher as the organist played and the 
congregation sang, “Lift High the Cross”.  He and all of us were 
surely standing on holy ground. 
 
Emanuel Church can truly be called “The Miracle on Main Street” 
because our Emanuel was, and is, always with us in times of trials 
and triumphs.   
 
Judy Wiegand 

 

   

  
 


