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Pastor’s Message

“Peace on Earth”

With the birth of Jesus Christ, peace comes to earth. Jesus is the
Word of God made flesh, Saint John proclaims. Since Jesus died
for our sins on Calvary’s cross, we have peace direct from heaven.
Christmas is our observance of God bringing that peace into our
lives.

So why aren’t our Christmases happier? Shouldn’t our Christmas
celebrations reflect more peace than stress? Why do we allow
ourselves to get so frazzled over the money troubles, the family
problems, and the busy schedules? Why do we let things bother
us and hassle us so? If only we could find a way to enjoy the
Christmas season in peace.

The problem is we’re looking and longing after the wrong kind of
peace. Christ’s birth was never a ticket to carefree living, nor a
“get out of stress” card. The birth of the Christ Child brings us a
peace that transcends all earthly peace, and in fact, is heavenly.

That means a US soldier serving in Iraq or Afghanistan can know
peace even when danger is imminent. It means the recently laid
off Wall Street worker can still know Christmas peace, as can the
UAW worker. When the true peace of Christ comes to us, you and
I can be in the biggest and saddest earthly mess of our lives and
still know that God is hard at work loving us.

So this Christmas let’s set our hearts on knowing the precious
peace of having Jesus. Let’s consciously receive Him as the free
gift from the Father that He is. And let’s open our hearts to the
Holy Spirit as He fills us with every blessing.

Have a very blessed December.

Pastor Folwaczny



Letter from the President

When I was growing up, my family celebrated a “Santa Claus type” Christmas. Sure, we went
to Midnight Mass, but our house was decorated with Rudolf, Santa, and snowmen. We had our
picture taken with Santa at Macy’s and got a ridiculous amount of presents. Being a parochial school
student, it was hard to reconcile the lessons of Jesus’ birth with the spectacle of what society seemed
to believe was a secular holiday. When I had my first child, I started to follow the same tradition.
Then one day, my son came home from Emanuel Nursery School with the story of the candy cane. He
excitedly told me about the white representing the purity of Jesus and the red representing His blood,
which washes us clean. That was a watershed moment in my life - and in my faith. Here was the
shining face of my 4 year old, reminding me of the real reason for the season. I remembered how I
always liked the Charlie Brown Christmas Special the most — more than Frosty or Rudolf or the
Grinch. Iremembered loving what I thought of as Linus’ speech: “Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” never realizing he was quoting Luke’s account of
Jesus’ birth.

Thankfully today, my children are excited to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. They talk about the
manger, and how there was no room at the inn. They thank God for sending His Son, before they
open their Christmas presents. Last year, my daughter said, “Isn’t it cool that we get presents for
Jesus’ birthday? That’s really nice of Him.” I said, “It sure is, honey.”, and thanked God for letting
His Son be center-stage in my family — right where He belongs.

This Christmas, I wish you and your family Peace, Joy, and Happiness. Jesus is indeed the
reason for the season!

Debra Ferraro
President

Update on Council Meeting of
November 17. 2008

&<

Ladies and Gentlemen:
At the Council meeting held November 17, 2008, the following were among the items discussed:

- Social Ministry thinks they will have enough baskets to meet the applications. Turkeys are still
needed.

- Stewardship will be distributing "Happy Birthday Jesus" offering envelopes in December.

- The Longwood Fair was our first foray into having a table at a local fair. Brochures were
handed out, many people were talked to, information was given about both our church and
school. We now have a better idea on what we would like to do at next year's Fair.

- Worship Committee reminds us that historical records need to be located and organized in
advance of our upcoming 2012 100th anniversary.

- Pastor reports that there will be a new Wednesday evening "Prayer and Praise" service that
will include praise music, bible study, and prayer.

- Pastor also discussed the increasing need of our church to stay true to the Word of God -
especially in light of recent racial incidents that have occurred in our community.

The rest of the meeting was spent discussing the 2009 budget. We as a Council will finalize a
budget to recommend to the congregation at our January 25th Congregational Meeting.

In His Service,
Debra Ferraro




EMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
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Special Advent Service:

Wednesday Dec. 17 at 7pm, the children of
Emanuel Lutheran School will be leading the
worship service. You will be blessed by the
lively praise songs that the children will sing
for you. They will also lead you in a few
things!

Band, Bells and Choir Concert is on
Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 7pm. Join us for this
lovely evening.

First Annual Christmas Party — Friday,
Dec. 12 at 6:30. I hope to see everyone at this
fun and festive event.

Preschool Christmas Program is on
Wednesday, Dec. 17 at 4pm. Come and enjoy
the wee ones!

St. Nicholas will be visiting the students on
December 3 and 4 to talk about the Sainthood
of all believers and to celebrate the traditions
that go along with his memory. Look him up
online. He was a fascinating fellow!

I hope that you will all take moment to meet
us on Main Street to enjoy Christmas Caroling
by the students on Dec. 18 at 2:20pm and on
Dec. 19 at 11:20am.

Ground Hog Day: Send your child to
Emanuel for a day to be the AShadow@
of one of our current students. They will
have a great day learning about our school. (If
Ground Hog Day is not available on your
calendar we will be glad to schedule another
day to visit). Please call the school office to
make an appointment.

=

Registration for next year will be starting
soon. Consider sending your child to
your Church=s school. Please visit us
during the school day to learn about our
outstanding K-8 academic program and the
caring Christian environment in which we
operate. You can learn more about our
Preschool Program on Sat. April 25 at
10am. Church Members should
inquire about member discounts.
Tuition assistance is available for all
who qualify.

Thank you to the Girl Scouts who organized
Operation Christmas Child. We were able to
send off over 150 shoe boxes filled with
Christmas gifts and tracts that tell of the
greatest gift of all. These gifts went to
underprivileged children in our country and
other parts of the world.

The children will be making cookies in
December to donate to Trinity Inn.

What a blessing it has been to see so many
school families join us for Church services.
God continues to reach out and fill His house
with His children! Thank you Father!

I pray that you all have a lovely Christmas
season preparing for the coming of our Lord
as a babe. Continued blessings to you and
your family as you prepare for his return!

In His service,

Lori Lee Joerz




Christian Education
Committee

Dear Members and Friends,

Mark your calendars and come enjoy
a "Walk Thru The Bible". Emanuel
Lutheran will be hosting a seminar on
Saturday, January 17, 2009. This one-
day journey will include lunch and a
workbook for continued study. Owur
instructor will Walk Thru the New
Testament, all 27 books. This seminar
is appropriate for students 6th grade
and older and all the young at heart.
Attendees will have an understanding
of the overall purpose and plan of God,
which will serve you well. When you
read the Bible you will understand it
better and be able to place people,
places and events into their proper
order. Come begin your journey!

Students $25, Individuals $3o0,
Couples $50, and our Family of 4 plan
$85. Please feel free to call me at 631-
475-3513. A sign-up sheet will be
available soon.

With Godds Love,

Dawn Fischetti

Social Ministry

Back in October, when we started
our Thanksgiving Outreach, I was not
sure how it was going to be. This year
everyone is struggling to make ends
meet, and | didndt kn
able to provide for as many families as
we have in the past.
motto became i G&Gad ewi,l
I held on to that thought constantly. I
di dnét iwlknewythat God would
provide through the wonderful
families of Emanuel.

We distributed 60 Thanksgiving
baskets to the community, gave 6
baskets to Habitat for Humanity
families, 2 baskets plus 8 bags of food
to Lighthouse. Every basket included a
turkey, and we also gave 10 extra
turkeys to Lighthouse. How BLESSED
we are at Emanuel!!!

Thank You to everyone that
donated and helped with this outreach
i You are all AMAZING!!!

Now we are taking orders for our
Christmas ornament s.
ornaments are very special i they are
cut out of wood from a black walnut
tree that was cut down on our Emanuel
property! Joe Koesterer cut out all of
the ornaments i Thank You, Joe!
When you sign up for an ornament, we
ask for a free will offering i all money
collected will go to families in need in
the community. We will personalize
your ornaments and hang them on our
tree in the Narthex. We ask that you
leave your ornaments on the tree until
we take it down after Christmas.

Thank You again to everyone for
all of your help! You make my job
easy!!

Have a Wonderful Christmas!
Nancy Layman
Social Ministry Chairperson




Buildings & Grounds

I'd like to take some time now to
bring you all up to speed on where we
stand with our maintenance and
stewardship of our Church and School.
Recently in November, we had our annual
inspection from the Fire Department. I am
happy to report that there were only minor
issues that needed to be resolved. A few
batteries in the emergency lights, and a few
replacement light bulbs for the emergency
exits. All of the issues reported to me by
the Fire Inspector have been resolved. We
have also had our fire extinguishers
inspected and we are now fully compliant
with the inspectors report.

I would also like to thank Tom
Niblock and Leif Rudolph for their work
on decorating the parking lot with
Christmas wreaths, and a thank you in
advance for all of you who will be
decorating the church in the coming
weeks.

As the weather turns colder and our
thoughts turn to that of a white Christmas,
please remember to sign up for a week of
snow removal from the walkways and
steps.

With the beautiful lights and
decorations that will soon be on display,
remember it is still important to turn it off
and turn it down when you’re not using it.
The more we can save the more we have to
spread around.

Yours in Christ,

Eric Billings

Stewardship

————

Steware

As you read this we have all enjoyed a
wonderful Thanksgiving, hopefully with
family and friends. We cooked too much,
overate, and may still be looking for creative
ways to use leftover turkey. Did you
remember to say grace? Ask everyone to
share what they are thankful for? Are your
thoughts now on Christmas? Have you
started to write out cards, purchase gifts,
wrapping paper, stamps, and decorate your
house? When my wife Jackie heads out to
the stores, she makes sure she has her “list”.
Everything she needs to buy is on the “list”.
If it’s not there, she will probably forget to
pick it up. In these difficult economic times,
we have cut back on the list, and it is much
shorter than in past years. We have, though,
added one more gift to the list, and it is a
separate gift to Emanuel Lutheran Church.
A gift for the baby Jesus, who came to save
us all; what greater gift is there? This gift is
separate from our regular offering envelope,
and will be in the special envelope handed
out at church (or on the back table). Will you
consider adding the baby Jesus to your
shopping list? Perhaps we could wish
everyone at Emanuel Merry Christmas face
to face and donate the money we would have
used for stamps, or buy one less pizza, or
eliminate the coffee on the way to work, or
throw your change in a jar at night, and
make that a special offering. There are many
ways to help. Won’t you consider taking an
envelope, and on this very special baby’s
birthday, make sure to attend His birthday
party and give a gift of thanks.

Ken Stoeckert




Technology Committee

The Christmas Story
Luke 2:1-20

click link for Video

Jesus is the Reason for the Season

I'd love to give thanks to our troops,
men and women serving throughout the
world while we are enjoying our
Christmas dinners and fellowship with
one another. We pray for those who are
away from their families. Many families
here have loved ones who are deployed;
thank you for your loved ones serving
our country and keeping us free, giving
us the ability to enjoy our lives. I know
the military tries to provide the men and

women with hot meals for those who are |

in a place to get to them, but many are
still having MRE's (meals ready to eat)
in packages. I take this time to give
prayers and well wishes to all those
involved in making Christmas the best it
can be for these people. Merry
Christmas to each and every one of you,

In His Service,

Vinny Ferraro
Technology Chairperson

November Baptisms:
Benjamin Aaron Stark - 11/9
Connor James Powers - 11/16

Henry Peter Wyszomierski - 11/30

yRue

As the year is coming to its close, I
look back on the last five months with
the Youth Group, and consider what a
blessing it has been. Our Youth is a
diverse group who truly love each other
and seek together to enrich the love and
relationship they have with their Lord
Jesus Christ. They look forward to their
time together at Emanuel and are eager
to serve others.

We are all looking forward to the
New Year and the blessings it will bring.
In the New Year we are continuing with
our “Kingdom Assignment” (the use of
youth’s time and talents to further God’s
kingdom), with some already well under
way. The Youth Group plans to continue
with its community service, fundraisers,
outings, and mission trips. We thank
you all for your continued support. We
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Blessed New Year!!

In His Service,

Wendy Rudolf
Youth Director
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Emanuel's
Couples Club News
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Mark the datei December 13t at 6:30
PM at the VFW in Patchogue

Yes, it is time for our annual Christmas
Party...the first one was in 1978! For the past
thirty years we have been blessed with
fellowship, fun, food, and generosity as we
have shared with so many in need through the
years. Plan on joining us this year and being
part of this celebration.

There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall
for appetizers. The Couples Club will provide
dessert, coffee, tea, and soda. Please BYOB. By
popular request, we will once again have the
gift exchange (about $15 in value) and, as
always, our fundraiser - the ornament auction.
Last year with your generous donations we
raised over $2000 for those in need. The
deadline for signing up is December 7th. The
cost of renting the hall is $10/couple — a
bargain thanks to George Barrett.

For any other information contact any of
the officers — the Johanntges, the Barretts, the
Joneses, or the Ponzos. Have a blessed
Christmas with you and yours and a joyful
New Year.

Get Involved!
Emanuel has many groups
and committees to join. Is

your passion baking,
teaching, and serving food to
the hungry? Do you enjoy
bible classes, shopping for
events, cleaning, making
phone calls, or even folding
our weekly bulletin? The
bible tells us that many hands
make light work. Why not
pitch in? The rewards to both
you and the people you serve
are immeasurable.

Emanuel Lutheran Church
& School Christmas Party

Friday, December 12t 6:30 pm

Come one, come all! Emanuel
Lutheran Church & School will be
having its 15t Annual Christmas
Party on Friday, December 12th
starting at 6:30 pm. There will be
music,chi | dr end s
delicious dinner, home baked
desserts, and of course fellowship.
All this for only $5 per person, with
a maximum of $20 per family.
Tickets will be available starting
Sunday, November 2nd, To
purchase tickets, or for more

information, contact Debra Ferraro

at 399-0733 or email
pchefdebra@aol.com. All checks

should be made payable to Emanuel
AChT i

Lut heran with
marked in the memo section.

Emanuel's Christmas Pageant

December 13th at 4:00pm

Please come and join Emanuel's
Youth Group and Sunday School
for "A Night at the Inn in
Bethlehem" on Saturday,

December 13th at 4:00pm in Zoller

Hall. Come and be a guest at the
Inn on the night of Our Savior's

birth. Refreshments will be served.

Please add your name to the sign-
up sheet on the Sunday School

bulletin board. Tickets are free but

are limited, and will be given on a
first come, first serve basis. Don't
be the one to hear "There's no
room at the Inn."

acti vi
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Save The Dates:

12/7-12:30 pm
Hanging of the Greens
(Decorating the Church)

12/12- 6:30 pm
Church & School Christmas Party
In Zoller Hall

12/13 - 4:00 pm
Emanuel's Christmas Pageant in
Zoller Hall

12/13 - 7:00 pm
Couples Club Christmas Party
at the VFW

12/24 - 5:30, 8:00, 10:30 pm
Christmas Eve Services

12/251 10:00 am
Christmas Day Service

1/17 - All Day Event
Walk thru the New Testament

1/25 - 10:45
Congregational Meeting

School Committee

Hello to all. I pray this finds you well
during this joyous time of the year.
Emanuel will be a busy place this month,
but don’t let that get in the way of
remembering the ‘reason for the season’.
The Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts are now
meeting at Emanuel, a great way to show
our support for these fine organizations.
In the near future you will be hearing about
a new program designed to make our
school even better.

Merry Christmas,
Steve Spigonardo
School Committee Chairperson

ATr ai n dirptheavayhérshduld go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from
it. o Proverbs 22:6

Worship
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“But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11
This season is the start of the new Church
year. It is a time that we focus on Jesus’
birth. Since that time, nothing is the
same as it was before His birth. Jesus has
had a powerful impact on our lives. As we
celebrate Christmas, let us celebrate Jesus
and His presence in our lives.

On Wednesday, December 314, we will
celebrate Audrey Bowen’s life at a
memorial service.

On Sunday, December 7th, we will
decorate the church immediately
following the 11 am service. Please join us
as we prepare our church for Christmas.
Our Christmas tree will again be
decorated with CHRISMON. Each
ornament has a special shape to remind
us of our Lord. When you take part in
decorating, you will be able to see each of
these hand-crafted ornaments. Bring a
snack and willing hands.

Be sure to check the calendar in this
newsletter for ALL the events and services
that will take place in December.

May each of you have a very Blessed
Christmas.

Millie Schwindt
Worship Chairperson




Audrey Bowen 19228

At Audrey's memorial service
Dec 3, person after person took
microphonetédl a little story abou

how our Miss Audrey had touche
lives.Every anecdote had one thi
common, Audrey's tireless commi
helping othei/ith her unending Ic
for Jesus and her infectious smil
taught Sunday School and MBS
brought loaves of bread in the trt
her car to share with her friends
prayed for us all, and she made
tell us where to $ihat a blessing
Audrey Bowen has been in the liv
many of u&he will be missed m

than words campesss.

Click on Audreyods FRident

SUNDAY SCHOOL

WINTER SEMESTER will begin on
December 7th. The following are the
teachers for each grade this semester:
Nursery - Karin Wyszomierski;
PreK/Kindergarten - Heidi Johnson;
1st/2nd - Linda Kunsch;

3rd/4th - Lisa Casselles;

5th/6th - Denise Dougherty,
Vincent Ferraro (Jr. Teacher)
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HAPPY BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAY TO:
Carly Travers, 15t Grade on 12/8;

Noah Quog, Kindergarten on 12/21;
Jonathan Fauci, 21 Grade on 12/25

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT:
Preparations for our Christmas Pageant
are underway and are shaping up quite
nicely. Please join us on Saturday,
December 13th at 4:00pm in Zoller Hall
for refreshments and our Youth Group
and Sunday School’s presentation of “A
Night at the Inn in Bethlehem”.

PERFECT ATTENDENCE:
Congratulations to Ariana Eng-4th
grade and Joshua Eng-6th grade for
perfect attendance for the fall semester
of Sunday School. WELL DONE!

Kay Billings
Sunday School Superintendent
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iGive.
Click above to sign up

How Can Your Everyday Shopping Benefit
Emanuel Lutheran Church (LCMS)?

Toothpaste is ene of many things we cannot go without. We're
constantly buying it.

Imagine this: buying toothpaste, beauty essentials, books, CDs and
all your everyday items online, only now it makes a difference for
your favorite worthy cause. At iGive.com®, you can shop for just
about anything, from the smallest tube of toothpaste to the biggest
flat-panel TV, and a portion of every purchase is donated to
Emanuel Lutheran Church (LCMS).

iGive.com is FREE for you and free for our organization. Shop for
everyday items at 650+ participating online stores including
Vitamin Shoppe.com, Office Depot, Bames & Noble,
drugstore.com, Lands’ End, QVC, and PETsMART. Up to 26% of  jtjq
each purchase is donated to your favorite worthy cause.

at
Though you're likely to find dozens of items more enticing than
toothpaste, a simple purchase is a good way to start giving!
www.iGive.com/ELC{LCMS)

Join .fO.I' free at: For a limited time: get a $5 bonus donation
www.iGive.com/ELC(LCMS) with your 1st purchase at any iGive.com store!*

* First purchase must be made within 45 days of joining iGive.com. eBay bids are not considered for this purpose.

Causes listed at iGive.com have been listed by iGive members for their own and other members' use. Information listed
here is subject to change. Please visit www.iGive.com for most current information. [Document created 2/1/06]

iSearchiGives

We invite you to begin using iSearchiGive.com every time you search the web. Each
search means $0.02 for our cause; and while the numbers may seem small at first, we
search the web hundreds of times every month, and our combined efforts can truly add
up. And since t's powered by iGive.com (a site that has been helping causes raise mor
online since 1997), we know it's not just a flash in the pan!

1. Click on iSearchiGive icon above

2. Then click on add iSearchiGive to your browser to add to your searcéngine

3. INSTALL TOOLBAR




WHAT IS CHRISTMAS?

Christmas is the season during which Christians everywhere give thanks to God the Father for the birth of
His Son, Jesus Christ. This joyous cycle begins on December 25, the Festival of the Nativity of our Lord,
more commonly known in English-speaking countries as Christmas. Along with Easter and Pentecost,
Christmas is one of the three great festival days of the church. Christmas is the climax of a longer
liturgical cycle that begins with Advent, continues after Christmas with Epiphany and the Sundays that
follow, and ends with Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent.

WHAT ARE THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS?

Christmas is not a celebration that lasts a single day. Christmas is a twelve-day season that begins on
December 25 and ends on January 5, the eve of the Epiphany of our Lord. These "Twelve Days of
Christmas" are in turn part of a longer liturgical cycle that begins with Advent, continues after Christmas
with Epiphany and the Sundays that follow, and ends with Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent.

WHY DOES CHRISTMAS FALL ON DECEMBER 25TH?

While Scripture contains many details about Christ's nativity, it does not record the exact date of His birth.
However, ancient documents show that the Christian community in Rome began celebrating the Lord's Nativity
on December 25 starting around the year A.D. 336. No one knows for sure why the early Roman Christians
chose December 25, but the most widely held explanation is that they appropriated the already existing winter
solstice festival honoring the pagan sun god, Mithras. This popular festival was known as Natalis Solis Invicti
or "Birth of the Unconquered Sun." According to this theory, Christian leaders in Rome chose December 25th
to turn people away from the pagan Unconquered Sun and toward Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness
(Malachi 4:2). This connection to the Roman sun cult has led some contemporary Christians to reject the
celebration of Christian as pagan and sinful. On the other hand, there is some evidence to suggest that the
choice of December 25 was based on attempts by early theologians to calculate the date of Christ's birth. The
article Calculating Christmas by William J. Tighe discusses in detail this explanation of the date of Christmas.

WHAT ARE THE ORIGINS OF SANTA CLAUS AND THE CHRISTMAS TREE?

The Santa Claus tradition is based on the life of a Christian bishop of the fourth century, Nicholas of Myra,
whose feast day occurs on December 6th. Christmas trees seem to have originated in medieval Germany.
These two are possibly the most popular and recognizable symbols of our society's non-religious
celebrations during Christmas. The following excellent articles by Dr. Richard P. Bucher contain detailed
information about many of the best known secular Christmas traditions: The Origin of Santa Claus and
the Christian Response to Him, The Origin and Meaning of the Christmas Tree,
and The Christmas Customs FAO.
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